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FirstTest ➤ New tools, hands on 

The New Nail Bangers

  Tools of the Trade 
rounded up nine waffle-

faced framing 
hammers 
from 
around 
the globe and 
put them out on a 
Colorado jobsite with 
15 framers, lead by 
regular contributor 
Michael Davis, to see 
how they’d stack up. 
Here’s what we learned, 
in order of increasing 
appreciation.

DOGYU NAILING 

HAMMER

The Japanese-
made Dogyu 

Nailing 
Hammer 

(15 …   inches, 
24 ounces) has 

an elongated head 
and yellow handle 

that quickly earned it 
the nickname “Yellow 
Duck.” Its 

20-ounce head is too light for 
a framing hammer, and its 

checkered face rules it 
out for trim. The guys 

complained that the 
long head threw off their 
aim and made hitting a nail 
difficult. Almost everyone 
who tried this hammer 
ended up using it to pull 
nails instead of 
driving them. 
One guy said he 
preferred it to his 
nail bar, but aside from 
him, the Yellow Duck 
had few fans. 

HOMEWRECKER

Designed for 
demolition, the 
22-ounce-head 
HomeWrecker 

(15�   inches, 
32 ounces) is an 
indestructible, 
all-steel hammer 
with a short, cat’s 
paw nail-pulling 

claw and a unique hole in 
the head for straightening 
wayward anchor bolts. The 
striking face is dropped 
to create a raised surface 
in line with the claws, so 
you can hit it with another 
hammer to dig out a buried 
nail. The manufacturer 

says the HomeWrecker 
eliminates the need 

for a nail bar, but 
then you need a 

second hammer 
to bang on the first, 
unless you have failproof 

nail-hooking aim with the 
claw end. Losing my cat’s 

paw and adding a second 
hammer isn’t going to 
lighten my tool bags. Sorry, 
but I don’t get it. Probably 
great for tearing things 
apart, but not a favorite 
among the nail-banger set.

AUSTRALIAN 

MAXISTRIKE

The Australian Maxistrike 
�The Don� (14 inches, 
34 ounces) is a very 
different 24-ounce-head, 

all-steel hammer. The 

Don’s claim to 
fame is its curved 
handle, which lets 
you reach around 
obstructions to drive 
a nail. That’s cool if 
it’s something you run 
into a lot, like when 
you need to toenail 
blocking between 
12-inch o.c. joists, or if 
you manually nail off a 
lot of joist hangers. The 
heavy weight and short, 
curved handle create a 
top-heavy balance that 
delivers quite a punch. 
It’s a good nail driver. The 
straight claws are useful 
for tearing things apart. 
Who knows? If you get in a 
jam, you’re ready. Keep one 
in your truck, just in case.

DEAD ON STEEL 

FRAMING/

CONSTRUCTION 

HAMMER

The Dead On Steel 
Framing/Construction 
Hammer (18 inches, 40 
ounces) is 2½   pounds of 

 ■ FRAMING HAMMERS/SHARPENING STATION/RUBBER GRIPS

WE TEST NINE FRAMING HAMMERS WITH THE LATEST SHAPES, SIZES, AND MATERIALS

CONTINUED ➤

■ SECTION EDITOR: MICHAEL SPRINGER

Maxistrike “The Don’s” 
claim to fame is its curved 
handle, which lets you reach around 
obstructions to drive a nail. 
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